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Your Excellency Mr. Filipe Jacinto Nyusi, President of the Republic 

of Mozambique; 

H.E. Mrs. Esperança Laurinda Francisco Nhiuane Bias, Speaker of 

the Assembly of the Republic of Mozambique 

H.E. Mr. Eneas da Conceição Comiche, Mayor of Maputo;  

Hon. Carlos Zorrinho, Co-President of the Joint Parliamentary 

Assembly  

Your Excellency Dr. Ibrahim Norbert Richard, Assistant Secretary-

General of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific 

States  

H.E. Mrs. Ana Rita Geremias Sithole, Head of the National Group at 

OACPS-EU JPA 

Fellow Parliamentarians, 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

 

I thank you for the honour of addressing the Joint Parliamentary 

Assembly once again. Before proceeding, I wish to place on 

record the appreciation of the OACPS Members, and entire 

OACPS for the efforts that the Parliament and the Government of 

Mozambique has taken to ensure that this session of the Assembly 

successfully takes place. I am particularly grateful for the 
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leadership of Honorable Ana Rita Sithole who has led these 

preparations in an efficient manner. 

 

President 

Co-President,  

Hon. Members, 

It is a poignant moment for me as this is the last time that I will be 

performing this function on behalf of the OACPS, since my tenure 

of office as OACPS Co-President concludes in December 2022. 

My association with the JPA is one that has been of incredible 

experience. For me personally, this Assembly embodies the 

democratic ideals, dialogue, debate, and genuine exchange of 

ideas that should characterize global governance.  

In my first address to this Assembly, I remarked on the importance 

of a dynamic assembly that champions the global agenda. Our 

ultimate goal should be to ensure that multilateral governance 

encompasses the fundamental rules and values, as well as strong 
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institutions. In this process we must exercise power for the benefit 

of the people who should be at the center of all our efforts.  

President 

Co-President, 

Hon. Members,  

We are faced with considerable geopolitical dynamics and shifts, 

the post-pandemic challenges and the new world order marked 

by multiple crises of various kinds. 

Although we are witnessing concerted efforts to resolve political 

problems and conflicts throughout the world, the current 

international socio-economic and political situation continues to 

pose numerous challenges to most members of the OACPS and 

the entire world.  

The challenges are enormous, but we must RISE TO THE 

OCCASION, to overcome them together. Despite these 

challenges, the current context offers many opportunities for us to 

move forward more quickly and effectively in our efforts to 

address the challenges facing our society. 
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 Thus, we must work together more closely so that our respective 

peoples can reap the benefits of the fourth industrial revolution 

and the digital economy, which have the potential to raise global 

income levels and improve the quality of life for peoples around 

the world. 

We must seize the opportunity to fight corruption, which remains a 

scourge and a serious threat to sustainable economic growth, 

good governance and respect for the rule of law and human 

rights. I believe that we should all make a concerted efforts to 

fight all scourges that undermine our societies, such as corruption, 

terrorism and organised and transnational crime. 

We must RISE TO THE OCCASION to address unsustainable 

practices arising from, inter alia, land-based and coastal activities, 

Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU) fishing that are 

threatening marine ecosystems, fish stocks, food security and 

livelihoods. 
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We must RISE TO THE OCCASION to deal with the root cause of 

illegal migration even as we recognise the nexus between 

migration and development or rather the lack of development. 

We must RISE TO THE OCCASION to combat xenophobia, racism 

and hate speech. 

In doing so, Honorable Members we need to think seriously about 

how to reposition our Assembly within today’s increasingly multi-

polar world that is characterised by ongoing shifts in the balance 

of economic powers. To ensure that our Assembly plays a more 

catalytic and influential role in global governance with a view to 

fulfilling the legitimate aspirations of our peoples. 

President 

Co-President, 

Hon. Members,  

 It is a new dawn for the Joint Parliamentary Assembly, in view of 

the new JPA format that includes the regional Assemblies, the 

road we are embarking on requires vision, courage and political 

will.  
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In this ever-changing world, we should sustain our faith in each 

other and maintain and consolidate our bonds of unity and 

solidarity. We must be bold to do this even in the face of mounting 

challenges. 

Let us never forget that we are carrying forward a responsibility 

bequeathed to us by those generations that have come before 

us, whose foundation we are now striving to consolidate, and 

those who will come after us. We owe it to them not only to 

maintain the momentum but to take it to an even higher level. 

We are convinced that a new dawn is on the horizon. May we all 

be inspired to face the future with renewed vigour, loyalty and 

dedication to our people. 

Your Excellency,  

Co-President, 

Hon. Members,  

As I leave the Presidency soon, let me to express my deep 

gratitude to each of you Colleagues, for the support you 

extended to me during the Pacific Presidency.  
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Together we have advanced the democratic ideals and values 

on which our partnership is based. Our Presidency was marked by 

incredible adjustments due to multiple crises such as the COVID-19 

pandemic and the war in Ukraine. In spite of these challenges, our 

Assembly continued its work with great resolute and determination 

to deliver on its mandate. It was during our presidency that the 

Assembly worked under lock down conditions. We launched the 

drafting of the rules of procedure for new Joint Parliamentary 

Assembly and the joint regional parliamentary assemblies, we 

have successfully completed that task. In two days, you will be 

adopting these rules.  

We also introduced parliamentary dialogues which is a platform 

for this Assembly to exchange on global issues of interest to our 

people and countries.  

We remained determined to engage with all stakeholders and 

held a number of youth and women forums, as well as exchanged 

with the civil society. At this session the Assembly will hear of a 

structured mechanism to engage with all stakeholders under the 

new partnership agreement.  
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The momentum set by the Pacific Presidency is one that should 

inspire all of us to continue to work together but work smarter to 

achieve the ambition of a fit for purpose Assembly.  

Yesterday I was pleased to begin a discussion on the need for a 

JPA Advocacy and engagement strategy which will seek to make 

this assembly known in our countries, regions and the international 

fora. In so doing, this assembly can become a powerful force for 

good in terms of bringing the voice of the people to places where 

for one reason or the other they can not be in the room.  

President, 

Co-President, 

Hon. Members,  

You will agree with me that RISING to the challenge as an 

assembly requires a higher commitment from all of us, 

commitment to invest in our institutions, to defend the interests of 

this assembly as each of us attend various meetings in the 

international fora, as well as ensure the national implementation 

of the JPA resolutions we adopt in order to provide the visibility of 
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our assembly to our peoples and affirm to them that the assembly 

is responsive to their needs. 

A fit for purpose assembly calls for a Secretariat that is well 

equipped with a strong staff component to support our work. I 

look forward to seeing in the future the establishment of a JPA unit 

within the OACPS Secretariat.   

As I conclude, I would like to reiterate my confidence in our ability 

to continue to work together and advance this Assembly to a 

parliament of excellence. With your cooperation we will proceed 

with our work most efficiently and our discussions will take place in 

an atmosphere of mutual understanding.  

For my part, I would like to reiterate my availability and that of my 

delegation and assure you that we intend to continue to serve this 

Assembly to the best of our ability.  

Allow me as I close to once again to congratulate our incoming 

President of the OACPS Parliamentary and our JPA Co-President 

Honorable Ana Rita SITHOLE and like me you will have the greatest 
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honor of serving many in our countries and leading the assembly 

in time of a profound and largely positive change.    

I again thank the Pacific Region for placing the trust and 

confidence in me. I thank the Speaker and Staff of the National 

Parliament of Solomon Islands, the Solomon Islands Ambassador 

And Staff in Brussels for their unwavering support.  

And to my friend co-President, it was a real honor to have shared 

the journey with you. Thank you for your spirit of cooperation in this 

noble task of serving our nations.  

Honorable Members may our deliberations and debates at this 

session collectively rely on our steadfast determination to defend 

and deepen those values that we cherish and hold dear:  

solidarity and unity in diversity. 

 

I thank you for your kind attention. 

*** 


